
 

 
                                                                                                                
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On Monday 16th February Kadzinuni erupted with colour as the first 100 school bags 
were distributed to students in Standard 7. This marked the culmination of an idea hatched 
back in October 2007; the mission was to provide every child at Kadzinuni Primary School 
with a special school bag to keep their books clean and hold their pens and pencils. 2008 
was the year we cajoled individuals and organisations to sponsor a school bag for just £3. 
By early 2009 we achieved our goal of 1,000 bags and with help from Brian & Mary Lund 
we have also put in each bag a post card with a message and often a photo of the donor. 
In a few weeks time the other 900 bags will be shipped out to Kenya for distribution. Bags 
sponsored by schools or other groups are made in the school colours; red & black from 
Willow Brook, maroon & yellow from 1st Keyworth Scouts and so on. 
 

 
 

Thanks to all individuals who sponsored bags plus... Crossdale Drive, Willow 
Brook, Burton-on-the Wolds and Holly Hill Primary Schools; South Wolds 

Secondary, and 1st Keyworth Scouts.
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School update............................. 
Since 1998 Kadzinuni Primary School has 
been transformed. Back then about 640 
children attended a run down almost derelict 
school; they had no books, no desks; they 
sat on the dirt floor; 2 classrooms were 
closed due to storm damage; they were close 
to the bottom of the Coastal District league 
table. Kadzinuni children didnôt go to 
secondary school. 

 
1998 style Kadzinuni Classroom 

 

How things have changed! Nearly 1,000 
children attend the school today; all the 
classrooms (and there are 4 more than in 
1998) have cement floors and desks; this 
year the school lies 9 of 28 in the district 
league tables (in 2007 it was 2nd). At the start 
of 2009 4 additional teachers arrived and the 
next 11 students started at secondary school 
bringing the total being supported to 46. 
 

We are delighted to see that the 11 students 
known as The Class of 2009 includes 6 girls 
and 5 boys ï so more girls are now winning 
places at secondary school.  
 

Name 
Total marks in 

exams 

Ronald Kombe 389 

Kablon Mwangila 372 

Bosco Tembo 369 

Anthony Lewa 365 

Mwagambo Ziro 363 

Valnner Nyadzua 345 

Christine Yawa 292 

Choni Tembo 292 

Caraity Mbura 283 

Neema Jira 283 

Lucy Munga 280 
 

The highest individual score in the whole of Kenya 
was 414 out of 500. 

Their Communication Packs will be handed 
over to them at the Easter Holidays when 
they return from boarding school, then their 
sponsors will start to receive regular letters.  

In our meeting with leaders of the community 
we discussed the forthcoming graduation of 
the Class of 2006 in October. We are 
arranging for one of the local community 
leaders to become the Form 4 Graduate Co-
ordinator. (Form 4 is the final year at 
Secondary School) so that when the eleven 
students complete their time at secondary 
school we can stay in touch and also arrange 
for them to do some voluntary work at 
Kadzinuni Primary School, mentoring the 
Standard 7 students who are about to start 
their final year before attempting to qualify to 
secondary school. 
 

Another important meeting we had was with 
the new Head teacher, Mr Evans Soda. 
Storth C of E Primary School in South 
Cumbria are attempting to ñtwinò with 
Kadzinuni. We delivered a letter from Storth 
and handed over 50 pre-stamped pre-
addressed envelopes and discussed how the 
Kadzinuni teachers and children might start 
to write letters back to Storth. 
 

 
Mr Soda and the Chair of the school committee 

receiving the Storth Twinning Pack! 

We wait now with anticipation to see how this 
idea works out! 
 

The Storth village connection also saw us 
handover a football kit, kindly donated by 
members of a local team ï and acquired for 
us by the local postman; thanks to Henry 
Reeve! 
 

 



  

Munga Tours.....................  
you could visit Kadzinuni! 

Over the years many people we have met have said 
ñcould we visit Kadzinuni?ò The answer is always yes. 
Kadzinuni is only about 45 minutes by road from the 
coastal city of Mombasa with its well appointed tourist 
hotels offering relaxing (but very warm) accommodation 
and access to wonderful Kenyan Safaris. 
 

In January, for the first time we were able to arrange for 
a family from Burton-on-the-Wolds in Leicestershire to 
spend a day exploring Kadzinuni and some other 
locations off the usual tourist route. Here is their 
story.... 
 

From The Greyhound to Kadzinuni 

 
 

Paul and Tina Stevens, who run the friendly pub and 
restaurant, took a day out from normal holiday activities 
to visit Kadzinuni. Nic set up the 
visit via text messages to our 
friend Alex Mwarome Munga ï 
the man who first introduced us 
to Kadzinuni over 10 years ago. 
A fully insured vehicle and driver 
was acquired to take Paul and 
Tina with 10 year old son 
Christian and 4 year old 
daughter Olivia out for a memorable day. On arrival, 
the whole community had turned out to welcome them! 
Kadzinuni Primary was officially closed but everyone 
came in! 
 

They spent several hours touring the school, with 
Christian reading out letters from his school, in front of 
hundreds of Kadzinuni people. Such a brave young 
man! 

 

Christian met Head Teacher Mr Evans Soda and 
visited several class rooms to chat to the students.       

The school tour took in 
the staff room and the 
secure storage used to 
keep safe all the books 
and sports kit that have 
been provided to the 
school by The Friends 
of Kadzinuni over the 
years. Then they took a 

guided tour of the clinic, seeing primary health care in 
action. Later they visited a local hotel for lunch then 
followed that with a visit to the old Slave Trade Village 
of Takaungu, just a few miles from Kadzinuni on a 
creek by the Indian Ocean. 
 

Tina explains about the day. òWe had a 
wonderful holiday in all; Alex was the perfect guide, 
very friendly, informative, 
and genuine. 
What a wonderful day, Paul 
and I were very quiet that 
evening just generally 
thinking about everything 
and wondering what, where 
and how we can contribute 
to helping moreò  
 

Christian, who had first 
heard about Kadzinuni at a school assembly before 
Christmas has returned home with first hand 
experiences which he is passing on to his school 
mates; giving a 45 minute solo talk to the whole school. 
Astonishing!  

 
Christian & Olivia in Class at Kadzinuni 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

So, there it is! Alex Munga, the official 
Tour Guide of The Friends of Kadzinuni. 
If you happened to go to Kenya and stop 
off for a few days in Mombasa, let us 
know and weôll fix up a unique day out 
for you. You can see and touch the 
results of our fund raising work here in 
the UK and most of all meet some 
wonderful friendly people at Kadzinuni. 



  

Water and Food................  
For the first time since 1999 when we first 
visited we Kadzinuni we had to confront a 
serious situation regarding water and food. 
When visited Kadzinuni we were quite 
concerned to see how little fresh water was 
available. The short rains in November and 
December had failed, so the rain water 
harvest from the clinic roof had already run 
out. The small bore pipeline that feeds the 
underground storage tank has been very 
unreliable with just a few inches slopping 
about in the bottom of the tank. During our 
long meeting with the community leaders we 
discussed this and the situation concerning 
power. With the clinic so short of fresh water 
and the usual large queue of patients outside 
we had to act. One of the local community 
leaders, Donald Lewa kindly contacted a 
water supplier in Mombasa by óphone and we 
straightaway ordered a tanker of 10,000 
litres, to be used for the clinic only. The hope 
is that this will keep the clinic going until the 
long rains arrive later in March. 
 

 
 

In the event that the long rains do not arrive 
we will send funds out to buy more water; the 
10,000 litres cost just £70, including delivery 
by road from Mombasa, nearly 1İ hourôs 
drive away. Clean water is a fundamental 
need. We will not allow Kendrickôs clinic to 
run dry.  
 

The day after our visit to Kadzinuni 
we travelled back into Mombasa to meet with 
our partners and friends from the Rotary Club 
of Bahari and the Inner Wheel Club of 
Mombasa. Without warning Jacqueline, the 
President of Rotary asked Nic to be guest 
speaker, reflecting on the progress so far at 
Kadzinuni and to talk about priorities for the 
future. 
 

The day was also one for some celebrations. 
Elaine, having ñblown outò 50 candles at least 
4 times during the preceding week had to 
repeat the act again. 
 

 
 

 

After cutting and eating cake, Elaine handed 
over a cheque to the Inner Wheel Ladies with 
which they will again purchase the Ethical 
Gifts from our Christmas campaign, buying 
goats, sewing machines and other items for 
the community at Kadzinuni. We then 
listened intently to a short talk from a member 
of Mombasa Central Rotary Club concerning 
food shortages in the Kilifi District, of which 
Kadzinuni is a part. All the Rotary Clubs on 
the coast are collaborating to raise funds to 
provide food packs for families in the district. 
At this point, with Rotary members pledging 
gifts we decided to temporarily divert some 
funds destined to buy pens and pencils for 
the children at Kadzinuni to this urgent 
appeal. (Weôll still send more funds for the 
pens and pencils.). The £500 will buy 100 
special family food packs comprising: 
 

¶ 2kg Maize flour 

¶ 2 kg Ngano flour 

¶ 1kg sugar 

¶ 1kg rice 

¶ 1 kg beans 

¶ 1 litre cooking oil 
¶ 1 packet of glucose 

 

Pens and pencils seem relatively unimportant 
whilst folk go without a decent meal. We 
hope that with the long rains in March will 
come some relief from this situation. If not we 
will re-appraise our priorities. By the time you 
read this the distribution of the packs will be 
underway under the supervision of the Rotary 
Club of Kilifi. 
 



  

News from Kendrickôs Clinic...... 
When we visited Kendrickôs Clinic it was a very busy 
place to be, so we kept our time there to the minimum. 
Since our last visit over 25,000 appointments have 
been held! All this having been achieved by just one 
Nurse Practitioner helped by a couple of volunteers. A 
few months ago Kennedy Ngala moved on to be 
replaced by Nurse Zipporah Mwanzau.  
 

 
 

Zipporah trained for 8 years to achieve the 
qualifications needed to run Kendrickôs and she already 
has a great reputation at Kadzinuni. At a meeting with 
her she handed over the latest shopping list of items 
needed. They were all basic things like new buckets & 
mops, locks for drugs cupboards, and some 
administration materials.  
 

The clinic maintenance fund set up in 2008 is bearing 
enough interest to cover all these things and normal 
repairs to the fabric of the building. 
 

Zipporah is assisted by 4 local people, so letõs meet 
them. 
 

Patrick Konde Nyambu - we have known Patrick for 
many years. He has now had some basic training and 
is able to carry out clinical duties like dressing wounds 
and supervising taking of medication. He not allowed to 
give injections. Fatima Mohammed undertakes the 
same type of work as Patrick. They both work under 
Zipporahôs close supervision, but one day hope to gain 
more training. All their work is voluntary they put in 
many hours each day. In addition to them,  
 

Sylvestus Syria Chilango acts as night watchman and 
Hudson Chola Mkakizigwa keeps the clinic site clean 
and tidy. In recognition of their efforts we were able to 
present to them Honoraria payments. One day we hope 
that the Kenya Ministry of Health will pay them salaries 
for their important work. Below you can see the map of 
the catchment for Kendrickôs clinic, as drawn by 
Patrick. The immediate population served is 7,609 but 
many from outside this boundary are also treated. This 
is spookily close to the population of Keyworth! 
 

 
 
 



  
 

Micro Finance.............................. 
At our meeting in Mombasa with the Ladies 
of the Inner Wheel and Rotary we were 
delighted to hear that just the day before 
Rotary International had approved an 
application for a matching grant to assist the 
Inner Wheel in developing the Micro Finance 
scheme which was started at Kadzinuni. The 
intention is to expand the scheme 
significantly in the Kilifi area. The huge 
success of the Kadzinuni scheme has been 
the catalyst for this. Our initial introduction of 
the Inner Wheelers to Kadzinuni has had a 
massive impact. The grant is for $24.500! 
You can read more about this if you follow 
the link below.  
 

http://www.matchinggrants.org/grant753.html 
 

The photos in the announcement are all from 
Kadzinuni! The project has been made 
possible by collaboration with The Rotary 
Club of San Diego in the USA and it took just 
short of two years to plan and execute. The 
scheme at Kadzinuni started with just a few 
hundred pounds! How huge oaks from little 
acorns grow! 
 

 
Announcing the Matching Grant 

Left to right, Inner Wheel President Sasan Dinesh 
(Sapna), Elaine, Nic, Past President Chhani Sur, 
Past President Papi Oberoi and Rotary Club of 

Bahari President Jacqueline Duma. 

Here is a summary of the project... 

Kilifi Woman's Micro-credit Bank was started 
in 2004 with funding from the Inner Wheel 
Club of Mombasa, Kenya. 23 women 
borrowers (mostly from Kadzinuni) have 
successfully completed two loan cycles and 
have just begun their third cycle. Inner 
Wheel and RC Bahari-Mombasa want to 
expand Bank to at least two additional 
groups of 23 each and to expand the amount 
of their maximum loan from 10,000 ksh to 
30,000 ksh. (approx. £100 to £300). 

Ethical Gifts................................. 
Now in its 3rd year our Ethical Gifts scheme 
represents an important source of very 
specific funds for Kadzinuni. However, 
sometimes things go wrong. Last year 
several of the goats donated died due to a 
particular infection connected to eating very 
new green shoots. As a result we have now 
delayed buying the next batch of 25 whilst we 
seek out and deliver some husbandry training 
for those who will be given them. However 
some of the Ladies have been very 
successful managing to breed from their gift. 
 

Our friends at the Inner Wheel are also 
looking at some alternative Ethical Gifts. 
They are researching the use of charcoal 
burning pots (Kenya Ceramic Jiko or KCJs) 
as an alternative to the very smoky 3 stone 
wood burning fires currently most commonly 
used at Kadzinuni. There are two reasons for 
looking at this; firstly it may reduce the 
occurrence of respiratory diseases and 
secondly it might present a small business 
opportunity for someone to run a small 
charcoal business. A further option is to look 
at kerosene burning stoves. 

The KCJ is a portable stove that uses charcoal as fuel. 
Shaped like an hourglass, the metal stove has a 
ceramic lining in its top half, with the bottom half being 
a collection box for ashes. The coals are placed into 
the ceramic lining at the top, which is perforated to let 
the ashes from the coals fall to the bottom of the stove. 
These ashes can then be collected and disposed of 
safely. The head of the stove has metal rings that hold 
a pot in place for cooking.  
 

With proper use and maintenance, the KCJ has been 
shown to reduce fuel use by 30 to 50%. This means 
less wood is burned to make charcoal, and fewer trees 
have to be cut down. This also means less labour in 
looking for and chopping firewood. The stove also 
reduces emissions from incomplete combustion, such 
as toxic gases and particulate matter, resulting in better 
overall health of the users.  
 



  

Planning our future projects.......... 

Since our visit in October 2007 we have been 
aiming to extend Kendrickôs clinic by adding a 
12 bed Ward for maternity and minor surgery 
services. This remains our major goal 
although we have to take account of recent 
events in Kenya and the need to address 
ongoing problems. With this in mind weôd like 
to share some thoughts with our supporters. 
 

Firstly, many people ask us about the political 
problems that arose just a year ago after the 
inconclusive Presidential election. Kenya was 
thrown into chaos; in certain areas there was 
some awful violence, fortunately Kadzinuni 
and the Coastal region in general remained 
calm, if unsettled. However, the crisis had 
devastating consequences for the economy 
of the region with tourism halting. The 
political stalemate brought most aspects of 
national and regional administration to a 
standstill. Normal working life was in effect 
frozen and so was much of the work done by 
the voluntary sector; no-one knew quite what 
would happen next. For us, this meant that 
everything slowed down. By late 2008 things 
were beginning to improve but then the 
global economic crisis started to hit Kenya. 
Even though tourism had picked up 
somewhat everybody now knows that 2009 
and 2010 will be very hard as those who 
travelled in late 2008 and early 2009 has 
booked before the credit crisis; so, despite a 
more politically stable situation few people 
are likely to travel to Kenya for some time. 
(Except perhaps for Americans on the 
Obama Trail).  
 

Our feeling is that fund raising in 2009 will be 
tough. We have a good balance in our 
accounts, enough to get started with the day 
ward, but we feel that some caution is 
required. We do not want to start until we are 
sure we can completely fund the project. In 
addition the exchange rate is very poor, so 
our sterling buys much less than it did a year 
ago.  
 

The second factor in our minds is the 
increasing effect of climate change. The area 
around Kadzinuni has usually been spared 
serious drought but in November & 
December the short rains did not appear. We 
feel that we may need to prioritize water in 
the short term.  

Our advisors believe that we can largely fix 
the problem whereby we have relied on 
rainwater harvesting. 
 

To see the effect of global warming, just 
compare these two images of Kilimanjaro 
(the main source of water for Mombasa). The 
first was taken in February 2002, the second 
taken on February 18th this year as we flew 
by on the way to the Masai Mara. 

February 2002 

February 2009 
The picture in 2009 tells the story! 

 

After discussions with our partners in 
Mombasa we have agreed to prioritize water. 
Using some unspent funds held in Kenya we 
are to investigate the best long term solution. 
It will still rain, so extending rainwater 
harvesting will be effective but a reliable 
source is critical for the clinic and the 
community.  
 

Secondly, extending the clinic will require the 
provision of a decent reliable power supply 
so again we are pushing ahead with 
investigation on this. We will start to plan the 
clinic extension, but fixing the water and 
power supplies must come first. We will 
however continue to support Kadzinuni 
students at secondary school. This year we 
will reach and (we hope) pass the landmark 
of 50 students. So far we support 46 with 
another 3 confirmed for January 2010. We 
are aiming to reach 60 in the next 12 months. 



 

Other news.................................................................................................. 

This financial year will be our best ever for fund raising with income so far (with one month to 
go) already ahead of the record last time (£23,070). £25,000 is in our sights. In the last few 
months we are delighted to have gained donations from: 

Keyworth & District Probus Club, Holly Hill Primary School at Selston, Keyworth Parish Church, 1st 
Keyworth Scouts (all sections), Burton-on-the-Wolds Primary School, Kendal South Rotary Club,  
Willow Brook Primary School, Kelloggôs plc and Crossdale Drive Primary School. Our grateful 
thanks go to these and all the generous individuals who have and continue to support us. 

In these days of waiting time in the NHS and the ever increasing costs of healthcare we thought 
you would like to see the large notice painted on the wall at Kendrickôs....  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Well, thatôs about it for now. We donôt really know what the next few months will bring, but with 
good health and hard work we hope to make 2009 successful. Look out for us at local events in 
Keyworth, particularly at the Keyworth Show on July 11th when weôll be returning to some old 
fashioned fun fair style entertainment with ñThe Tusker Challengeò. See how many empty 
Tusker beer cans you can knock over with an elephant! Intrigued? Youôll have to wait and see. 
Elaine and I have to empty the cans first though! 

Best wishes for 2009. In these difficult times try to think about the things you have rather than 
those that you donôt have and maybe think about the poor in Africa who need our help more than 
ever before. 

Nic & Elaine Seller 

(c) Copyright 2009 The Friends of Kadzinuni. All rights reserved 

 


